I.  Active Reading for College Texts 
Goals: Students will learn to read actively, i.e. with pen in hand, recognizing and underlining key ideas, asking questions, paraphrasing, connecting, agreeing, and disagreeing. If there is a student who has a physical disability involving manual dexterity, prior to this class, I will recommend s/he work with the office of disability services to get an electronic version of the text s/he is able to manipulate. Students will learn how to underline and annotate and how to use these tools to read a college text and study for a chapter quiz.
II. Activities:

A. I introduce concept of active reading by showing students my copy of a text on an overhead projector, pages 2-6 (“Why Write?”), with portions highlighted and marginal notes written. I suggest ways to annotate: paraphrase, question, compare/contrast, agree/disagree.




B. I ask students to read and do similar highlighting or underlining and annotations in their copies of the text for the same pages in class. 
C. I query a number of different students, “What did you underline?” Then I give positive feedback, i.e. “That’s a good concept to underline since it explains. . . .”  I suggest additional parts to underline if students omit key points.

D. I query a number of students, “What did you write in the margin?” Again, I give positive feedback, i.e. “that’s a good way to restate the point” or “I am glad you are thinking about how you will approach this theme during the semester.” I suggest additional ideas for annotations if necessary. 

III. Assessment:  I assign students to read pages 7-20 “The Writing Process” in our text, underline important ideas and write marginal notes. At the next class session, I check individual students’ books to see whether they have underlined appropriate ideas and have written useful marginal notes. I conduct a whole class discussion comparing various students’ useful annotations.
IV. Follow-up Class:
A. For homework, after we finish all unit I readings, I ask students to review their in-class notes and their underlined annotated chapters and make a list of twenty important concepts they think they should study to prepare for the first Unit test.
B. In class, I put students into groups of four of five and ask each group to compare notes and to produce a master list of the top twenty concepts. When the groups have each picked their twenty, I call out the first concept on my list. Each group that shows me that concept on their list gets a point. The group with the highest number of points “wins” a small prize such as extra credit. 
C. The whole class discusses the application of the above process to review and study for other college classes. 

D. I hand out a copy of my study guide for the unit test to all students. 

 Continuing Assessment: Students continue to underline and annotate their readings throughout the semester.  I check in with students to monitor the effectiveness of their active reading skills once each unit. 
Application of Principles of Universal Design:

 
Lesson on Active Reading for College Texts

1. Equitable use: Those who are strong in visual skills should find the lesson easier, but everyone should be able to follow the model and choose parts of the text to underline. 
2.   Flexibility in use: Students may choose to highlight, underline or use

      electronic means to mark their texts. 

      3.   Simple and intuitive: Strong readers will find the lesson easy; other learners
      will find the sequential steps easy to follow and model easy to emulate. 

4. Perceptible information: I present information enlarged on the overhead projector. Also, if students need to see up close, they may look at my copy of the textbook. I present information orally to accompany the visual text. 

5. Tolerance for error: students are not graded on this lesson. Rather, they are encouraged to choose appropriate sections to underline and to write appropriate annotations. Students must complete the underlining and annotating exercise, but it is structured to allow for gradual building of mastery. 



6. Low physical effort: Most students are able to highlight or underline and write comments in their books. Those who are challenged in terms of manual dexterity will be supported in finding an alternate, electronic mode in which to complete the exercise.

7. Size and space for approach and use:  All DCC classrooms can accommodate wheelchairs and other equipment for mobility-impaired students. If the student cannot use the standard student desk, a wheelchair-accessible table is available in each room.  
8. A community of learners: I present my underlined and annotated text as a model; I join with students in discussing appropriate material to choose. Also, all students are given opportunities to participate in learning how to underline and annotate, and students work together in groups to master material to be studied for a test. 

9. Instructional Climate: Students are not expected to know how to underline and annotate when the lesson begins; rather they are shown this skill and given multiple chances to develop it. Those who do so will be rewarded verbally by positive feedback and by extra credit as well as by the intrinsic reward of mastery. 
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