Psychology 1101 Research Scavenger Hunt
This is a “scavenger hunt” for examples of the research plans described in Chapter 1 of our textbook.  Your mission is to find an example of each of the following research plans by searching online (good places to start are the news websites like CNN.com, ABCnews.com, etc.) and finding media reports of research findings.  For each of these, include the following information:

· The full website address (so that I may find it if I wish)
· a brief explanation of why it is a good example of THAT particular research plan
· the variable(s) measured

· the variable(s) manipulated (if appropriate)

· the operational definition for the measured variable

· a weakness of the study

A case study:

A survey:

A correlational study:

An experiment:

The Great Personality Scavenger Hunt: Movies and TV

Choose one of the following movie or television series, and identify an example of each of the following personality characteristics or “types”.

 For each, make sure that you indicate a) the character’s name and b) a reason or reason(s) why this particular character is a good example of this personality type or characteristic.

Potential Movie/TV Series (choose one):

TV

Seinfeld

Any popular soap opera (be sure to name the soap opera)

Lost

Law and Order (be sure to indicate WHICH of the Law and Order franchises you are using)

Spongebob Squarepants

Sesame Street

Movies

Star Wars (all six)

Lord of the Rings Trilogy

The Matrix (all three)

Harry Potter (all three)

Robert Rodriguez Mexico Trilogy (El Mariachi / Desperado / Once Upon A Time In Mexico)  

Batman series

Barber Shop/Beauty Shop

If you would like you may select ANOTHER television or movie series, however in the case of movies there MUST be at least 2 in the series (an original and a sequel), and you must NAME the specific TV/movie series.

Personality characteristics/types to find:

1. Low extraversion

2. High emotional stability

3. Id

4. Low agreeableness

5. Anal fixation

6. Low conscientiousness

7. Oral fixation

8. external locus of control

PSYC 2103 (Introduction to Human Development) Hot Topic Scavenger Hunt!

Early in the term (by the end of the first week) you will be assigned your topic for this assignment.  The purpose of the Scavenger hunt is to make an initial search to see what types of sources are available for your Annotated Bibliographies and the statements.

Probably one of the largest stumbling blocks to conducting a literature search (using GALILEO or other databases) is finding the right search terms.  Look over your assigned topic, and pick out the primary concepts or terms.  For example, if your topic is "Breastfeeding is beneficial for cognitive development" you could try searching under "breastfeeding and development" or some variation on that theme.

The Pro and Con Annotated Bibliographies (and statements) are intended to focus exclusively on ONE side or the other of an issue.  However, for the Scavenger Hunt, you'll be looking for potential sources for both sides.

By the assigned due date, please submit a list of AT LEAST FIVE possible sources for your topic.  At the very end of this page, I've included a list of links to potentially reliable sources and good places to start your search.  In your Hunt results, you'll need to include the following information:

1.  The complete citation for the reference -- this MUST include the title, author(s), publication, year of publication, and the place you located it (GALILEO, Looksmart, or other source); also include whether it appears that this is a PEER REVIEWED source or not.

2. Based on your reading of the title or initial scanning of the source, whether this might be a potential PRO or CON source

Both #1 and #2 need to be included for each of your found sources.
Once you've submitted your results, I'll look them over and give you an idea of whether you're on the right track or not, whether the sources would be acceptable to use in this assignment, and any other important information that will be beneficial to you in completing this assignment.

Some good places to start looking:
GALILEO  (focus on the Academic Search Premiere and Pro Quest databases, although ERIC may also be useful for some topics)

www.findarticles.com
APA Monitor on Psychology
APS Observer
Science Daily  -- although beware that this is a series of PRESS RELEASES and it is often better to find the original source if possible.

**also, be wary of other websites beyond what I've listed here -- too often, they are not reliable as sources for information...

Note to readers: This assignment is the first part of a several-part research assignment (called the “Hot Topic”).  The general instructions for this can be found at: http://a-s.clayton.edu/miller/psyc2103/psyc_2103_hot_topic_assignment.htm







































